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' FEEL the knproprict} of decoratin EE 

with your Lordſhip's Name 8 | 
formance of . the humbleſt Kind, and = 

Could | fer fuch ihe a8 Ns | 

thence ſo great a Preſumpti or; © 

on I moſt a aſſume, s 

don 8 hole to the imperfect Mannern 

| whi treat a Subject of 8 "2 
'% to the Revenue, og Leg 
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of the 5 People of 


When the Prize. Sugar Buſineſs was 
agitated during the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, when the Public Intereſt was op- 


| poſed on private and on narrow Ground, 


= 


by a powerful Body of Men, your 
ſtoo forth the generous Bdvor | 
cate of a declining and neglected Manu- 
factory, which had no other Claims to 
your favor than ſuch as aroſe from the 


Juſtice of its Cauſe, and the K 
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of the Object of Is Purſuit... 
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make this Addreſs—if the 
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I know they will haye.your ountenance 
and Support; if otherwiſe. my 
tion maſt be a Waſte. 
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ame, is the Hope thereby to obtain | 
ttention to the Subject of this little 
ract, and to ſecure a Predilection for the 
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H E exceſſive Price of Sugar has 
been for ſome Time paſt a com- 
mon Subject of Converſation; but al- 
though the Public, as Conſumers, have 
Taſfictent Cauſe to be diſſatisfied there - 
with, the Refiners, and the Venders of | 
the Commodity have ftill greater 
to complain, as will be demonſtrated i in 
the following Pages.—The Events of 
the War having exceedingly reduced the 
Importation of Sugar, and having en- 
hanced the Price far beyond a reaſonable 
Medium, under all the Circumſtances of 
the Caſe; it might have been expected, 
that Meaſures would have been taken by 
the State; t6 ſapply 1 in ſome Degree the 
| Deficiencies of an Article, ſecond. to 
none in its Importance to the Revenue, 
7 to the Trade of * 3 


. ( viii T. „ 

and become almoſt a Wee of Liſs. 
Attention of the Government - was — 
ſorbed by Objects of more Importance, 
for althaugh the Duty on Sugars;.in the 
Year 1777 was decreaſed above IT REE 
HuNDRED Pounps per Dar for every 
Day in the Year, and the Defalcation | 
hath fince become more alar ming, no 
Steps whatever Wee abe ae to make vp 
8 the Deficiency, F 


25 } : * * « » . 2 
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In the WER of 5729 2 525 1 
made Application to FG pt of dhe 
Treasury, to ſolicit their Lord rdſhips,. to 
promote a Bill 1 in Parliament, to admit 
the Prize Sugars to be entered for Home . 
N Conſumption. The Hiſtory of that Ap- 

plication, and of the Delays and di- 


= ments which were Placed ; in the 7 og of ? 


1 its Succels, would, be of great Advantage 
to the Arguments of. this little Tra, 
Wl would lead to, a degree of \Prolizity, 
which | 1 have determined to avoid. —4 
Petition to Par iament - was at. length 
preſented, the. Event of it during the 
Hat Seſſion 1 18 ſufficiently known. . SY 


"i 


e 4 I « )). : 
A Bur it dg not ſobaty on the Subjeft-of 
Prize: Slgars that I mean to treat 
is believed, that the Home Sugar . 
Trade hatli at lengtli reached the Climme 
_ of ſuffering, am that ſomething Will be 
dane in the: preſenti Saſſiem of Parliament 
for its Relief. Of lat is neceſſary to 
be dome I ſhall fretiy give my Opinion. 
 Avoriingi-an Intereſt in the Enquiry-1 
aſl nc Cxedit of the Reader for any Fact 
I may addrice; further than it ſhall ap- 


pear to be ſuhſtantiated by Evidence; my 


Arguments will be current only for as 
much as they ſhall be found worthy; but 
in Support of ſome of them, I ſhall 
produce the moſt reſpectable Authorities. 
For the Defects of Stile, and of Ar- 
rangement I have ſome Claims to Indul- 

gence, firſt becauſe my Time and 
5 Thoughts have been conſtantly employed 
in a different Way, and further on Ac- 
count of the haſty Manner in which 
theſe few ſheets have been drawn up, 
for it is fnce the arrival of the Leeward 


Iland and Jamaica Fleets, and ſince it 


| has been made evident that the ſafe Ar- 
rival of Fleets is to afford no Relief to 
b | the 
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Grounds upon which it is withheld dif- 
eee, e Pretenſiviis'to the Honors of 


jekcted to critical-Oborefivn, 
willingly taken up the! Pen believing 
the Matters contained in theſe Sheets 
ought to be publicly diſcuſſed, and fear 
that the Taſk of ſtating them wou 
| ber: declined by thoſe who could have 
done it with more Credit to themſelves, 
and more to the Public eee 
Advantage. 5 115 20 Sicke D Nerct 
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NOT FOREIGN, 


© a 


5A T; be Decline of - the Import of Raw Sugar into 


Great Britain, during the laſt five Tears. 


\HE culture. of the iſlands ceded to the 
crown of -Great Britain by the peace of 


the commencement of the American war;. inſo- 


«F 


Paris; had greatly increafed the ſugar trade of 
_ theſe kingdoms, during ſome years preceding 


much, that in the years 1774 and 1775, the 


quantity of ſugar imported from the Britiſh - 
iſlands into England amounted to above 160,000 
hogſheads of 12 ewt. each per annum. The 
quantity ſhipp'd in the year 1776 would have 


carried up the amount of the import to a ſtill 
greater heighth, but a great. number of ſhips 


'* containing, according to common eſtimate, not 
leſs than 25,000 hogſheads, were taken on their 


pallage home, and carried into the ports of Ame- 


4 ; 13 5 14 8 x rica. 


/ 


3 
riea. The ſubſequent loſs of the ifands of 
Dominica, St. Vincent and Grenada, have re- 
duced the import to all the ports of England to 
about 110,000 hogſheads per annum. With 
reſpe& to the trade of the port of London in 
particular, the import during the former period 
amounted to almoſt 130, ooo hogſheads—it has 
funk to about 80,000 hogſheads per abnum,— 
The medium loſs to this port may therefore be 
fairly ſtated at 40,000 hogſheads per annum.— 
In the mean time the import into Scotland is ſaid 
to be ſomewhat inereaſed. I have choſen round 
numbers for the convenience of the reader. The 
exact ſtate of the import drawn from the Cuſ- 
tom Houſe returns to the order of the Houle of 


Commons, will be found at the end of Sect. 10. 


% 


„ 1. 


The Tacrtaſe of the Price of Raw Sugar during 
Ihe laſt five Years. 


Nan age i in which the price 4 every ; 
1 of life has been conſiderably increaſed, the ad- 


vance on ſugar ſtands remarkable. Nocommodity 
of daily or extenſive uſe has upon any account, or 


under any e, fwclled-1 in the ſame propor- 
- tion, 


el 


. gion, If the 3 of cochineal, of logwood, 
of allum, or barilla, have upon ſome occaſions, 
5 enormouſly increaſed i in value, it muſt be re- 
membered, that they are but ingredients in the 
compoſition of ſome commodity,—as ſoap or 


glaſs for inſtance, or for the perfecting of others, 


as the dying of cloth or filk ;—ſo that in ſuch 


caſes the public ſcarcely feels the burthen, how- : 


ever heavily it may reſt on the ſhoulders of in- 
dividuals, ; 


Britiſh Muſcovado ſugars, in the years pre- 


| ceding the preſent war, fold at the foljoning - 


| prices: ; 


iſt. Won Muſcovado of the worſt 
kind. called Dabbs, from their = 


A 


wetneſs, - b z 18. * 265. per. ewt. 


2d. Brown Muſcovado, called Free 


| Sugars, +» - - 248. to 30s, per ct, 


36. Muſcoyado ſogar of a 15 
ſort, being about the average 


quality of the whole i n 2288. to 378. per owt. | 


4th, Leeward-Iſland ſugars, of the 
© beſt quality, * , = = 56% to 45% k per ewe. 


The calamitous events mentioned in abs laſt - 
ſection, had of courſe a material influence on 


dhe de of ſugar, Brown ſugars in a few 
B 2 | months, 
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months roſe from 288. to 406. per cut. which 
was deemed a full war price; but a miſchievous 
ſpirit of ſpeculation ſoon pervaded the market, 
and the price continued riſing beyond the ex- 
pectation, and almoſt beyond the wiſhes of the | 
fair merchant. | 


a From the autumn of 1776 to that of 1780, 
(for I ſhall ſpeak hereafter of the current year) 
the prices always high, but fluctuating in ſome 
degree, have,, under a general conſideration of 
each of the claſſes into which I have arranged 
them, ſtood as follows, vir. Lo, ? 


The article above firſt Rated, bas 
AluQtuated M 0 to 30 per ex, 


* 


The ad and 3d have been ſcarcely 
diſcriminated, and ſold from 458 to 665. ogg ew >: 


The 4th has been ſold from 546. 10 708, per c cut. : 


Some of the higheſt prices in the latter ſcale, 
were obtained chiefſy by ſpeculators, the mer- 
chants having, at ſuch times, — no 
ſugars left to ſell. ö 


DV * 


The reader will leads to obſerve, that it is : 
wy intention to give a fair general report of the 
price of each claſs, during that period; in a few 


Inſtances, each claſs hath been rather lower, and 


all of them at times have been con fiderably 
= | "ger: | 


\ 


4235 


| hig "RE The advance upon every kind FY re- 


| fined produce fell far ſnort of that upon raw 
Lord r be ſhewn hereafrer.? e 


— . — 
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„ III. 


The Efeefts of the Encreaſe of tbe Price of Sugar _ 
upon the Manufattory, and e the Howe D 


e | 


"PON a 1 of che 8 + the 
. ſeveral ſorts of raw ſugar, upon the ſcale 
above laid down, it will appear that the lower 
kinds were advanced above an hundred per cent. 
and as the weight of the importation conſiſts of 
brown ſugar, the whole advance, upon a gene- 


| pal average, ſcarcely falls ſhort of 80 pr cent. 


The anxieties of thoſe who w-ere engaged ir in 
the manufactory, are not eaſily deſeribed; they 
found themſelves on a ſudden reduced to the 


alternative of ſtaking their property, - on a dan- 


gerous riſque, or of ſtanding under a prodigious 
burden of expences idle ſpectators of the game. 
Tired of each experiment, and loſing under 

either, ſeveral withdrew, and more would have 
followed them, if they could have found pur- 


| Fhaſers for their- premiſes and utenſils. The | 


, See the end of Sect. 10. | 
OE occupied 


3 8 


7 6 5 
occupied ſugar-houſes i in London, which before 
the war exceeded one hundred and forty, were 

become reduced to about an hundred, and ſe- 
yeral of thoſe were offered to be lett: In Briſtol, 
Liverpool, and other parts of England, th 
manufactory N the ſame * * 
8 1 1 
10 this Gituation the refiners had recourſe to 
an expedient, which afforded them ſome relief, 
and would have been more effectual, and of 
public advantage, if the avarice of a few of their 
body had not led them to take a mean advantage 
of the temper and moderation of the reſt.— 
The meaſure perfued was a public agreement | 
to work their houſes only three days in each 
week, inſtead of ſix ;—the expected, and indeed 
the natural operation of ſuch a meaſure, was 
the more even and gradual purchaſe of the raw 
ſugars out of the hands of the importers, and 
of courſe a reduction of the price. In the year 
1771, upon occaſion of a ſhort import, the . 
refiners had worked in the ſame manner, and | 
there were other 8 


i 


| It is an indifjoritls fact, that the quantity 
of ſugar imported at the time, and fince this 
agreement was entered into, hath not been nearly | 
ſufficient to keep them employed, even upon - 
the limited ſcale of half work. : 


SA 


CELL 


Bus the 1 were not the only ſufkerprs 


by this ſtate of the ſugar trade. Sugar, almoſt 


a neceſſary of life, is however not abſolutely 


ſuch.— The demand for articles of luxury, and 


even of convenience, is in ſome degree regu- 
lated by the price, and further by the ability of 


buy them. It was ſoon found, that the price of 
fugar checked the conſumption.Inſtead of 
orders and remittances, the wholeſale grocers 
received complaints from every point of the 
kingdom. I ſpeak of a period prior to the 
laying on of the new ſugar duty: Of that, and 


its conſequences, I ſhall have occalion to * 25 


hereafter. 


A E er N. 


3 Of the Loſs to the Revenue, from the Dimitaties 
| of the Import and Conſumption of Sugar, 


K . HE public loſs and diſadvantage reſult- 


from the reduced ſtate of the ſugar 
trade, will be found of the moſt ſerious aſpect, 
from whatever point * view it may be ſur- 
veyed. 


We have ſeen the manufactory half employed 5 
—_ of its valuable buildings deſerted, and 
falling 


the order or orders of the people who are to 


r 1 


£83 
falling into ruin; — the wholeſale ; grocer circum⸗ 
leribed in his trade; — the retailer in town and 
country abridged of his fair profits the con! 
| Tamer heavily taxed, by an immoderate advance 
in the price. In addition to theſe, the commu- 
nity ſuſtained a loſs of another kind, which ap- 
plying more directly to the feelings of thoſe 
who have the conduct of public affairs, gave 
reaſon to expect, that the relief of the ſugar 
trade would be an object of primary attention: 
The defalcation of the revenue upon this ſingle 
article, amounts to near 150,000], per annum, 
for each ve the four laſt years.” 2 | 


+] „ 
LY 


| Now, leide FM verb arten ſolely from 
the home conſumption, (for upon the exporta- 
tion of ſugar, either raw or refined, all the du- 
ties are drawn back) to vulgar apprehenſion it - 
muſt ſeem, that the natural way to have upheld, 
or to have recovered the revenue, would have 

| been to have encreaſed, if poflible, the qua: 
| tity on the market, and thereby moderating the 
price, to have replaced the article within the 
reach of the people. Another me: 
thod was tried; J i remains to be ſeen with what 
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| Prize Mgr Pratiice with Rypert to them, 


T has been ſhewn that the national loſs, from 
the decline of the ſugar trade, was various 
a extenſive. As the war occaſioned all the 
miſchief, it was natural for the public, and par- 
ticularly for thoſe deſcriptions of men which 
were the greateſt ſufferers, to enquire whether 
the war could alſo er a —_— 


65 of er importance the contjubſi of St. 

Lucia may prove to the Crown of Great Britain, 
under a political conſideration, on account.of 
the excellence of its harbour, and its vicinity to 


the French iſlands, it is certain that its unculti- 


vated ſoil has made a poor return to the com- 
mercial body, for the loſs of the fertile planta- 
tions of Grenada, St. Vincent's, or even of Do- 


minica, all ſurrendered to the arms of France. wy 
I !be people looked back with regret to that glo- 


_ rious æra, when the conqueſts of Guadaloupe, 
of Martinico, and of the Havannab, together 
vith the deſtruction of the French marine, ren- 
dered Europe tributary to this iſland for her 
_ ſupply of ſugar,—a commodity, which I think, 
the Abbe Reynell has prized above the mines of 
Mexico. But although we were not ſo fortu- 
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nate as to ſeize the ſugar inands of the enemy, 
a conſiderable part of the produce of thoſe 


iſlands was brought into the ports of Britain: 
The exertions of an high-ſpirited people out-ran 
thoſe of the ſtate; it is probable, that if they 
had been duly ſeconded, by./ reſerving for the 


trade and manufactures of theſe. kinggoms, ſuck 


prizes as were taken, Guadaloupe, Martinico, 
and St. Domingo, would have ſremed as appen- 
dages to the crown of Great Britain, even whilſt 
France retained her ſovereignty over them, 


In the year 1779, above twenty-ſix thouſand 
hogſheads of French ſugars were. taken on the 


high ſeas, and brought into the ports of Eng- 


land :—1 ſay of England, all thoſe carried into 
Guernſey and Jerſey, into Scotland, into Ire 
land, and into the ports of the remoter dependen- 


cies of this Crown, being left out of the queſ- 
tion. ——At that time, the ſcarcity. of ſugar in 


London, and throughout England, was ſo, 
great, that in the month of June, although a 


ſugar fleet was then working out in the river, 
| ſugars, brown as mahogany, (ſuch as before the: 
war were worth about 278. or 288. per cw.) 


fold in. London at 655. per cwt. nay, en a 


few days, even at 708. per cwt. !!! 


What was the facarion of the n 4 
part of chem complied with the ſcandalous de- 
: bs mand, 


— 


06.2) 
wind; and ſuffered heavy loſſes; ben more 
prudent, looked on with concern, but not with= 


out loſs; but all had the mortification to ſee 


foreign, even French ſugar refiners, daily on the 
London market, ſupplying their works with 
thoſe ſugars, which Britiſh valour had torn from 
their nation, but which Britiſh ſubjects were 
forbid to manufacture, and forbid to taſte! l—_ 
The prize ſogars, at the time alluded to, and 
at other periods. before and ſince, were ſold to 
the foreign buyer at prices from 128. to 208, 
per cwt. lower than the Engliſh buyer would 
have gladly given for them. set it may be 
aſked, what are the objections to the meaſure ? 
will not riſque the charge of miſrepreſentation, 
or of having enfeebled the arguments of thoſe, 
who choſe to fancy they had an intereſt to op- 
| poſe. a prize ſugar bill, and have therefore ſub- 
joined the paper which was circulated amongſt 
the members of the -Houſe of Commons, on 
behalf of the Weſt India merchants and plan- 
„ ee, 3 
. . . 1 ; $04 — Having 
8 Anas humbly Alan, the Honourable the Hort of 
Commons, againſt the application for lowering the duties on 
foreign Prize ee to an e egg w_ whe, on be Plans 
tation Sugar. | 
Tra the whole ſyſlem of our commend ket whereby 
the exclufive privilege of ſupplying the Britiſh conſump- 
tion has hitherto been ſetured to Gur own ſugar-colonies, 
Serv vs their trade __ to all ien purpoſes, con- 


"_ 


Can) 
| Having ſet forth the merchants: and planters 
Hutz in their own words, it may be pro- 


per to annex the following Paper, which con- 
tained 


_ fined, for the benefit of the „ to the Britiſk 
dominions 6 would therefore be overturned. | 


| That, upon the faith of that ſyſtem, till a uniformly 
adhered to, a capital of at leaſt ſixty millions ſterling hath 
been inveſted in the ſettlement and cultivation of the Bri- 
ih ſugar colonies, which have thereby, not only in point 
of revenue, but of general commerce and navigation, as 
' well direct as collateral, been raiſed to the higheſt rank 
among the commercial ſources * our national wealth and 5 


maritime power. | mw 


That the certainty of this excl ufive chal] is the ſole 
ground of ſtability in the value of Weſt-India eſtates. — 
The increaſe of price, which by means thereof, generally 
attends the failure of crops, and the increaſing expences of 
culture and tranſportation, is the natural and only relief 
the ſugar · colonies can receive, under the preſſure of thoſe 
enormous duties, internal taxes, expences, and loſſes, with 
which the preſent war has loaded them ; and, without that 
increaſe of price, the moſt fatal conſequences muſt, from 
thoſe calamities, have enſued to the 2, ig and to 
the navigation and commerce of Great Britain ö 


That during ſeveral ſadceſiive years of the lat peace, and 
- eſpecially in the years 1774 and 1775, the planters ſup- 

plied Great Britain with ſugar at an undoubted loſs ; for 
a ſagar-plantation, once eſtabliſhed, cannot ſuddenly be 
changed to any other ſpecies of agriculture ; and that the 
price of ſugar it never very high, but when ſome groat ca- 
Ns befals the mos planter. | 


That, 


N 13 dy 1 
rained # reply to ſuch of the arguments as were 
-, | chought deren to be anſwered. . Te is to be 


hoped, 


That, bill every argument which in in 3 of 
. the preſent propoſition, would equally apply in favour of 
admitting ſugars of foreign growth at a moderate duty, ei- 
ther in time of war or peace, there is one circumſtance at- 
tending the preſent propoſition, which renders it even 
more exceptionable than ſuch a general permiſſion would 


be; which ie, that the ſupply to be from thence derived, 


upon the natural produce that is to feed them, and upon 

the common accidents affecting the ſame, there is a fair and 
Juſt judgment capable of being formed of the prices which 

ought, under any given circumſtances, to prevail; but, if 

the accidental encounter of fleets in time of war, is to re- 
1 gulate t the ſupply, uo ſuch jadgment can be formed, and 
« ſoch ſudden fluctuation of prices muſt be introduced, as 
would be highly prejudicial to the ſober ſpirit of trade, 
| how favourable ſoever it might prove to that ſort of adyen- 
ture whick partakes more of the ſplriz of gaming. | 


That there i is no 3 * e ſearcity 
of 'f fogar for our own conſumption, ſeeing that, although 
from uncommon accidents, (ſuch as the capture of the 

_ _outward-bound fleet, and loſs of ſhips in the hurricane) a 
 _ conſiderable part of the crop of laſt year is not yet arrived, 


yet what was imported was not taken off the hands of the 


_ merchants till the very end of April; a period much more 
advanced than that at which the grocers and refiners had 

_ uſually. bought up the whole importation. That, beſides 
all that remains unconſumed and unrefined in the ſugar- 
. and in the * of grocers, upwards of 3000 

. | hogſheads 


would be whally precarious and uncertain, and out of the 
reach of all regulation. When markets are left dependent 
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FEY that it will not. eſcape * ates 2 
of te reader, hat the circumſtances Rated in the 
forider 85 


| hogſheads « of raw ſugar | till remain in the warehouſes of the 
Importers, 'undelivered to the buyers, though moftly ſold, 
which cannot poſſibly be refined and conſumed/tifl\ long 
after the ſapply of the enſuing ſeaſon'muſt arrive. Advice 


zs received of a fleet of above 30 ſhips having ſailed from 


Jamaica ce 15th of February laſt, which of eourſe is hourly 
td be expected. Other fleets are ſucceſſively appointed to 
fail, as well from Janiaica as the Windward Iflands, through 
the ſummer months as uſual; and to this ſupply, which 
has hitherto proved more than ſufficient for our own con- 
ſumption, {for we have never been without ſome exporta- 


tions) dur 'vew acquiſitions at Demerary and Effequebo, 


according to the accounts of higheſt authority, promiſe a 


very great addition. Whilſt theſe ſeveral fleets are thus 


bringing 034 natural, 'a proper, and a ſufficient ſupply, it 
is humbly ſubmitted, that to foreftal the conſumption, by 
a fleet of prize · ſugars, that happens to arrive a few weeks 
ſooner, would be the height of injuſtice, and r not tro be de- | 
fended RS any e of GE policy. 


That if, by ſome uncommon ieitenc; As ſhould here- 
aſter ariſe a real, though temporary ſcarcity of Britiſh 
* ſagar, at any time when Dutch or Spaniſh prize ſugars are 
at market; the law, as it now ftands, affords conſiderable 
relief. Upon the importation of ſuch prize-ſugars, taken 


by our-men of war, a duty is impoſed upon the captor or 


importer, of ſix ſhillings per ewt. which is not drawn back 


upon exportation, but is of the nature of a tax opon the 


capture for the ſugar thereby acquires no right of being 
conſumed in the kingdom, but remains locked up in the 
King's warehouſe for exportation. If any one is defirous 
of Gs be ſach fogar mw it mo be done upon pay. 


. 
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former part of this Paper, as probabilities, 
have e A to 5 be facts J and that the 
i oh 1 . e calculations 
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ment of 198. 10883 per cwt. of farther FR whereby i it 
becomes entitled to all the rights and privileges of Britiſh © 
plantations, fugar which nom pays> 118,” 8,525.4. per et.. 
on importation ; ſo that the preſent difference, between! 
the duty payable for the right of conſuming theſe foreign 
prize ſuyars a and Britiſh plantation ſugars, is no more than 
88. d. pet cwt.” or ſt ven- eighths of 2 penny per pound; 
> fü wenes which is humbly ſubmitted to be far from car- 
rying the principle of an excluſive trade to auy length that 
cn be prejudicial to the public, ſince it would ſtand con- 
trouled, in any particular caſe that might amount to a juſt 
5 — to that principle, at fo woe an Wee % 


Thot the - wiſdom of the legiſlature bas 3 8 
bounty on the exportation of reſined ſugar, equal, upon 2 
fair calculation, to the duty which the raw ſugar it is made 
of had paid ũpon importation. That a very large propor- 
tion of the foreign ſugar brought hither as prize, is ma- 
nufactured in the Weſt-Indies to a much- higher degree of 
purity than Britiſh plantation ſugar, for which alone the 
bounty is calculated; If the preſent application were ſac- 
ceſsful, the beſt of the prize ſugars would naturally be ſe- . 
lected as the object of it: They would be refined and ex- 
ported at a much higher bounty than the materials they 
are made of had paid duty; and thus, inſtead of a benefit 
ta the revenue, the effect of this innovation, whatever 
may have been its object; would be a direct fraud upon 


the revenue, for the benefit of the individuals that could - - 


* avail themſelves of it till the abuſe was found out, and 
remedied by repealing the permiſſion now ſolicited ; for 
the nature of the proceſs does not admit of remedying it by 
| diſcriminating the 1 own * from the produce 

| of 


. 0 16 he 
calculations of the amount of the ſugar im- 
port, before and ſince the war, form à full an- 


* to all that can * * of the burthens 
| 64 
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* And plamarion agus, and denne a | ferent 
bounty, 0 1 


That 3 of "RE 18 1 one * the REAR 
rable branches of manufacture dependent upon the com- 
meree of the ſugar colonies. The number of hands employed 

in it may be from twelve to fifteen hondred in all; and 
they are, in a proportion unknown in any other branch of 
trade, foreigners, who live in the moſt frugal way.whilſt 


in England, and retire. with their ſavings to their own 


country. They have the refining of whatever the Britiſh 
colonies furniſh ; but, not contented, they ſay they could 

refine more if they had it; and thereupon they claim, that 
to this ſubordinate manufacture, the intereſt and ſecurity of: 
the great ſyſtem out of which it ſprings, ſhould be ſacri- 


ficed. There is no doubt but the ſugar of the whole: 


world might, in point of means to execute the manufacture, 
with caſe be refined in Great Britain; for there are few 


operations more fimple, or requiring a leſs expenfive appa« . 


ratus for carrying them on; but it is humbly ſubmitted, 
that manufacture of this ſubardinate nature are not ob- 
jects of exten ſion by bounties, or any other extraneous 
means, but muſt in ſound policy be leſt to attend the for- 
tones of the parent · ſyſtem of which they are appendages, / 
The principle of the preſent application,” will perhaps be 
- farther illuſtrated, by con ſidering how an application "8 


would be received from the Dyers for permitting the im- 55 


portation of foreign white cloth, becauſe they could dye 
more than the natural woollen "mines of Great · Bi ; 
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mit, that the d bj f inis upplication/idſubrerivecfereny 
principle of juſtice and ſound policy. That its ſavenſs  - 
would directly lead to the ruin of the Sugar colonies, and 
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| irop the. Pr reſent, wary f be duty, an the-importation 

has:juſt, been. laid, amounting to more than all 
the ther, impoſitions with which-Sugar bas, been loaded 75 

Albtde laws which have, before happened, from the days 0 

King Charles.the Second: 9 the preſgns, ume, taken, toge- . 

ther,z.apd when this has been done becau/e Sagar ye 2 

5 excluſi ve privilege zathey dumb! *. truſt, that, it wil i pot bs 


held >. ole with the wiſdom or juſtice of Par! ;amebt, . 


to rakie; away tha veby! priviiege by mens of iivbich..glone = 
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queſien go Teperling-before Parliament involves in l 
man e befides thoſe which are ſtated in their 
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| pet of their trop of Sugar. „„ 22 ; 


s " Secondly,” That in — oft the Dutch * Nan 5 
by the French planter is deprived of the uſual means of 


publiſhed 
Commons, kombly offer the nene STATE OF . 


to pn th ts en EN members wk Fen one Re: 


ol 
"Fog, That the 3 and blockade o the e enemies 


illands, during ſome months paſt, by Sir aig Rodney's s 


fleet,” has prevented them from. ſen T g ho aa arge 


a” 
4 - 


ſending home his produce under ſhelter of that flag, and 


— 
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alſo from the capture of St. Euſtatius'and the Duich ſugar 


colonies of Demarary and Iſſequibo, ſugar is become ex- 


 ceſively dear in moſt parts of Europe, particularly in Frince 


and Holland,” and that from hence has ariſen a demand for 


incredible quantitits of refined ſugars from this market for 
exportation, at a rate much n che preſent high price. 


Fray, That the home uad and n + 
this country, already materially leſſened, will _— 
deep i injury from ſo great an export. 11 4 


Ferri x That. as ſeveral months muſt elaple before the 


5 Jate new ſugar duty can be laid in Jreland, there is much 


"reaſon to apprehend, that a conſiderable quantity of ſugar 


nn ſcarcity and dies of this market. 


* 


%\ 


of the next fleets will be conſigned thither in preference 
to the ports of Britain, to avoid the payment of the high 
duty to which it is liable here; which of courſe will ill 


| The ſogar deficient of the quantity, to which the *. . 
port had ariſen i in the years preceding the preſent hoſtilities, | 


is 
N. B. Lump ſugars then worth 858. now ſell for 954, 


"hd L. Would 
alſo take fome notice of 7 b pamphlet which was — 
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is 10 o leg * 5 . NAT WTF per annum, as . 
pears on a compariſon. of the quantity imported in 1775 


with chat received in 1778. The loſs to the revenue 
and the if gg * my Hans oy 


. big is matter DO Pe the ati of . 
"that the public have paid a larger ſam for the ſmall quan- 
| tity now imported, than for the ample and overflowing im- 
port which it formerly received. This a. a. een 68, . 


nen _ . e 
Tue Import of 1774 12 as % 2 3 
'Ciſtotn-Houſe papers prove, 91M, meg e's 


 "Kundred weight, was fold for a pries 
ndt exceeding on the average 348. per. 
et. amoutita to eee 16 . 


? „be loport of 1779 being oply Weins 
_ "1,441,285 hundred weight; was ſuldde MN ne 
f.r a price\ notleſs-than 575. per ewt. N e 


e eee PRO © deren 14 0 


1 ly paid for the a, Import 400600 ente 4 0 
1 hence it will appear. that _ public now annually | 


pay the Welt India planter a\ſum immenſely greater for 
this narrow and inſufficient Import, than they did for the 


whole Import of the year 1774, which aua, the largeſt over 
Lnoaun, and which not only gave full employment to the 


manufactory and home trade, but afforded a ſurplus which 
was ſent from hence to foreign parts, and rendered back to 
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the kingdom a very "capital ſum. It muſt not be over- 
Woked, that for the impoftiüg the prefent reduced g 
tity, 1: ſhipping, to the extent ede tons, or one hun 
Ured ſdiſ, are veceffary ; - that the freight, Tiptel duty, 
and all other charges are faved to” To 


Froporiion- Further, zhe proprietors of Grenada, St. Vin- 


cent on and Doqipica, receiye. the. valge of oy Pine 


akboogh | it i is ere x ie foreign markets. 3 
From theſe Fate tbere nete mig reafon 'to *. 


lieve that, notwithſtanding the complaitits of high price 


of lumber, freight, inſurance, &g. As. the Weſt India, 2 
5 ter has been much overpaid by the enormes: pri of Sn 
and other articles of his Produce—eng whillt pg 5 


an fu Trade, the h ery, the. ar Nees js 494 75 ane 
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2 to continue wfarce-aus of the-kingdam-this valuable 


article, which is eo mugb wanted at home ; or ta render 
back a raw commedizy 19 the ports af tha enemy. from whom i 
2 oft Was dalens and thereby ſupport theit mannfactories, at 


the very time in which they are offering contracts here for 


ed quantities ef manufa@ured Sugar). "it fees | 


_ theres without. " mare pared 
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price of rum, cotton, and other articles, are advanced in 
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mica, the v writer r has a ful ben a 
nee nijclede..** Rags, apainf the Application far ; 
using the Puten on foreign Prize Sugar,” it js pretended | f 
' that the trade of che Welt Indies is confined © /or all ſub- © © | 
Paxtial purpoſes. to the Bririh Dominions,” Is it forgot that = = 
: pe planter wy ſend bis produce. to aoy.part of the world i 
ſouth of Cape Finiſterre, without bringing it here, „ 
| | #ha}, touching, at the ports af e e 1 
| Ward avy, part of Europe, |, 1 ns 
= | 0 The Iyttem, under Which i it is an . a mono- 8 ; 


poly of the ſupply of this country. was granted, has been 3 0 
yaried in ſeyeral inſtances. 5 In fech, it has continuall \. 
| ied as the Public Good, which onght to be the. baſis , 1 
All ſtems, haz from time to time zequired 3 and, perhags 

A better authority will decide, that a meaſure, which would 

| nt, 25 once 1 the Sugar trade of Great Britain, * 

| check that of her enemies, tends tq the wan: oh « 

Oben. ang not co ite a eee u e 


N "mg 25 is nes that * eg k WY 9 20 - 
, wonld bn ge for admittia ig Sugars „„ 
ta ren hey Wil either in time of war 
1 SOOT, 10 anſwer 2 an er 
wor e 1 beg of the b i which! would be anita 
* ſhe admiſſion of prize Sugars, | rar from re + fin - 
1 #3 Ent 80 Krenn 27 * BYE "OF un t 25 U 85 ee ; 
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er ſeveral A4, to apen the trade. 6 iy the Weſt Indies and 
"the N North American provinces 3 by Acts to admit prize cotton and : 
Turkey cotton for Britiſh uſe 4 and by the priyilege 2 e wy . DT 
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is property G an "Eogits' * 


| deßred ® reach e of regulation,” 1 4109 20 
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ters WhO outlive their incomes are able to dif- 


5 tre 
122 6 wht, "as is alleged, nh 1. we arab 
tual preven tion © of it: and henry ariſes the. averſion and op: 

ofition'to it? For thoſe very opulent merchants, who 
Have withheld their Sugars from the public during many = 
months in the preſent year, have fo done on the faith of 
that 2 Fair and Joft Judgment” which could only be founded 
on the certainty" of an inſufficient” ſupply; Which, very 
unfortunately for the public, © his' laid the Sagat buyers 
entirely at their mercy, by putting the market e the 


Ys 
+a 


The uuport of Sugar to the port of Läbe alone; Lids LE, 
inconteſtibly fallen off an hundred hog/heads per diem for the 


e 


Jak four years: the ſcarcity has been felt to the heavy ex- 


Pence of the public, and almoſt to the ruin of the refinery * 8 


chere is not a fingle reaſon to expect that it will be larger 
the enfuing year, than it was the paſt; yet it is ſaid, 


« that there is 1s foundation for apprebending artig of 
Sugar 1 our own conſumption. ! To, prove. this, at is 


mewn that a quantity equal to about ten days Frome 


* 


tion, remains in the warehoſes ; 18. that 59 Wipe a art > coming 
from Jamaica, and that other fleets are expected to arrive . 
„ but as this proves no more, than 
that the Sugars from our remaning iſlands will come "here, 
at ſome time or other, if they are not taken, at. ſea, ſome 
further ecurity was neceſſary to be held out, and the 
"Houſe of Commons is "gravely © told of the acquiſition of 


"Demerary and [ſequibo, although it is univerſally known 
: bes t Sugars of the jours of Britiſh ſettlements on the 
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for home conſumption, „ 
When the French. Sugar iNlands\ 0 ede by this 
Crown, duting the laſt war, the! Sugars were im portod 
here and fol for home conſumption! 3 and alſd refined for 
the uſe of France and other nations (then made trib 
to Great Britain, by means of this invaluable- ee no 


fg 


\ Sifference, of, quality was then complained of, but they | 


were received under the fame duties, and ex ported under 
a the ane drawbatks ab the Sugars of the old plantatibnld: 
the white: Gugars f Grenada aufe, and the fine cl 


no heavier chan that which is paid on the browneſt an 

work Moſeovado. vet this difference of quality, i Wy. 

5 very obvious purpoſe, now much uten on ; and a charge 

very decently inüinuated of a defign-in/ the rofuers to de- 

— —_— by. working ſuch why torn 

Ae "ft; EY TY 7 4 EM Af gs {4 * nity 
{= the other averments: 1 in that paper 


. governed; by. that ex actneſt and candor, which, w 
8 incumbent on men, ought to-be moſt ſtrictly pi WEE to in 
ſolemn appeals to the legiſlature, will be decided on by the 


higheſt judgment. A manufactory the moſt laborious avd 
iverplicable, 186 called one of the moſt fimple; and. a Sogar | 


Hos with all its wall, an apparatus | of inconfiderable 
.expence | |! a A N > 451 284 Aber — 4 he 


1 It is ay; improbable that the Bill ſolioited 2 Teffore to 
refinery a quantity of - Fine Clayed Sugar, 3 to wht it has 
100 of this kind, by. the capture of Grenada. „ 


— petition from the Briſtol ine . 
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| Goring the 1 war tha in time «of peace; nd the 
Are : paid 2 thoſe to whom the in- 
1 erben. Pro 


| Hanes "ere. pretty 1 800 A ben and; ig 
is not neceſſary that I ſhould endeavour to diſ- 
— any of them; the book however contains 
Tote a we gather from one of its 
alluſions, that, * * the Ephemeron lives” but ; 


* 


2 WO are curious in the ſtudy of 
nsture, may wiſh to know more of its hiſtory, 
1. tonfeſs my ignorance that ſuch an animal 
Ekiſted, and Whilſt 1 contemplate how ſparingly: 

e boog of life has, been dealt t, e 
minuteneſs of the ſphere to Which its motions 
muſt be cbnfined, I can 
affinity which it holds to the literary exiſtenee, 
of tlie gentleman v ho has brought it before my 
Koude, and withdot Hetil 1 mall add to y 

1 8 92 of Vier cru Ef ah ar te e on, 
tp erte n 7 85 dog 6 irs dn * 5 5 Ke tes N * 647. 
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are the arguments 'which are to Be oppoſed to the Sir 
* Sraixind Faers which bey here 1 
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HAT part of the a to ron 
conſideration of this duden is neu, may —"_ 


| 5 nom to be informed, by what lac 3 
this p | to the trading intereſts Ls 1 
of chis country, (and of ſuch advantage to 
that of our enemies) in ſhort, ſo. repugnant/to; ? 
common fenſe, has been authoriſed. Such per- 1 5 5 
ſons will be much i ed to be told, that there 
| Prize Sugar. Whence then ariſes the teſtraint? = g 
We will endeavour to explain it. The maxim f 
of commercial nations poſſeſſing diſtant colo- | 4 
naies, uſually lead them to appropriate, as far 3 
adl2l„s poſſible, to themſelves, the products of thoſe | 1 
colonies, and the. profits ariſing from the ſup - 155 | 
N 5 P 55 cheir wants. Whether a more liberal ! 
, e e |. 8 1 


o LET W= _] \ 
%% 
4 2 — 2 rl b WW er ES 
LOR aMoes ad AED RE Rode, 


| 14 1 46 1 
Se, would neee Ag ber, i . 
great political queſtion,” which I leatbe 8 Pont, 1 


ticians to decide. Under anothe | 
be ſhewn, that the conduct of ia towards : 
her Weſt-India iſlands, has not in 1 1 f 

been either ee or uakind. ER 


"Ama the various „ kick het | 


been from time to time eſtabliſhed to promote . 
the proſperity of the ſettlements, ſeveral laws 


have been made enlarging the duties upon 


fugars imported into Great Britain, being the 
growth or produce. of the lands belonging to 


any other ſtate. The ſugars of the French 


| Mands;in particular, were made liable to the 
payment of i fuch duties as could not fail % 
prebent the impartation of them hither as ſuch. 


But as in times f peace the Britiſi ſugar: 
med Negs 'obtains a better price for his 
produce, than the. planter of any other nation! 


: it was found neceſſary; in order to bar the door 
againſt frauds, in order to prevent French, 


Dutch, or other ſugars from being ſmuggled i 


into our iſtands, and ſent home as Britiſh, to; 
deviſe the firicteft rules of precaution, accord. 
ingly ſugars imported as Britiſh: plantation „ 
muſt be certified to be ſuch; by the oaths of 
thoſt through whoſe hands they paſs from 
the lirſt removal of them from the eſtate upon 


When * grew, until the final admiſſion af 


up 1 64 oh them 


330 
| Hythe 5 af that port at 
Stest Britain 2 N Laer c to 
which chey are casted. 


| Theſe So; Bs regulations ſo 4 con- 


trived to enforce them, had plainly this. ſole 


object. — to > prevent the French or foreign Plan- 
ter, from bringing bis produce (except upon 


terms of great. diſadvanta ge) in competition 
with that of the Bfitiſfß Planter. Thus the 


officers of the cuſtoms habituated to conſider 

the. certificate as the only criterion, hereby to 
diſtinguiſh Britiſh from foreign, lugar, have re- 
quired from Britiſh ſubjects landing a cargo from 


a, Britiſh ſhip, the. payment of. thofe duties, to 


which aliens importing foreign, ſugars, in a 


foreign. hip, wers only, intended to be madey 
Uhle. Perhaps. they, were not to blame, for, 


u a candid, reyiew of the ſugar trade, and 


 itglaws, there will be abundant reaſon.to believe 
de ba of Britain, in the Weſt⸗ Indies, 


g the laſt war, and the reſpeRable, ſtate. 


of 15 1 — (maihtaining at leaſt an equilibrium 


in, thoſe parts, during former wars) had pre- 


A ye public, and the trade of theſe king-, 


m the. ſevere inconveniences of ſcar- 


ams, 1 


ov and vader. duct circumſtances it is, not 
tg be wandered at, if Parliament was: never. 
called upon 1 to admit the people. ig the privilege. 
of, MN: farcign, 01 become Engliſh by. 
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capture, or that it ſhould have never gixen 5 
any ſpecial direction concerning fuck Pans ; 
—— * . era arrived. 5 
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Some Aue of the Miptatity'1 10 Pur amen 
| er a Prize 9 Bill. | 


E ſufferings of the fogar racks Ad 

+ fully, but feebly deſcribed in the three 
firſt ſections, were too great to be borne with 
out inſpiring ſome efforts to obtain relief. 
The wholeſale Grocers of London, and che 
Refiners of London and Briſtol, preſented peti- 
tions to the Houſe of Commons, in the laft 
ſeſſion, for a bill to admit the prize fogars, to 
be entered for home conſumption under mode. 
rate duties, the meaſure came ſtrongly recom- 
mended to Parliament. The Board of Trade 
and Plantations, after an elaborate er nquiry, 
had made a report which eſtabliſhed the equity 
and utility of a bill for that purpoſe. The 
accounts of the import returned from the 


coſtom houſe formed a body of evidence, verify- 


. hoſtilities would Probabin bare been "found 
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ing en che bass bf it, "the allegations of thi 


Peiitionete, and the report which the Houſe of 
from its committee, not with 


_ tanding the mnanecuvres {and they were many 
and curious) which were practiſed to prevent it, 


gave a juſt and melancholy picture of the ſtate 


of a great trade, with the proſperity of which 
the public convenience, and the public intereſt 


were. inſeparably blended. Yet notwithſtand- 


ing the abundancy. o Þ ot” of the want of 


relief, although the relief applied for was ſanc- 


* tioned by the opinion of a board, conſtituted 
and upheld for che very purpoſe of inveſtigating 
commercial queſtions, and was further recom- 
mended by other great authorities. AN 


no other means of relief were at hand, che 
priae ſugars were rejected, and for one year” 
more, at the leaſt, were deſtined to be carried 


out of the kingdom, 10 ſupport the intereſts of 


FRANCE: To uphold the manufactories de- 


pendent upon the French ſugar Planter for 
ſupply, which otherwiſe at the termination of 


ſhed in their numbers, ther buildings 
;nſtead of ours, deſerted, diſmantied, and con- 


petition 


— — 
r 
bl 


vented to other uſes, -/beir utenſils cut up and 
| ſold to loſs, as thoſe of very many of Our ſugar 
| houſes have been. By theſe friendly ſupplies, 
their ſugar trade in Europe at 'every return of 
__ is ound in vigdur to ſupport a'compe- | 
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cheriſh; which has built the navy of France; 
and Which is become as much from Britiſh lan- 
guor as from French ng eee uh 1 
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LTHO UG H a pris? ſoar bill was re- 
jected, during the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia· 


ment, it ought not to be preſumed, that a mea- 


ſure of ſuch obvious impolicy as the reſtoring a ole ( 
crude commodity to the manufactories of our. 5 
HS. b ny oat countenanced = theftne; þF —- 
MOL F365 530% +3 7} 26 Ii 2 72 N N i a TY. it bt 
The conſequences of this practice are briefly | 
* in the laſt ſection, but ought to bo 


farther inſiſted on. Alt deſerves the; ſerious . 


reflection of thoſe whoſe duty it is to, watch and 


* 


defend our commercial intereſts, to conſider, 
chat in conſequence of our expulſion, of the 


prize cargoes, the following various andi in- DI. 8 
— ſupply: is given to Nhe rench, or to the 
h . e SW A French 
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| age mar Ag 1 be allowed 4. 

Bs . E. expreſton) i in en e. AN ood 4 34 "79 
yy 8 "tt All chat 0 of abs; fogars prod ced. 
in ehe F rench. e are arrives dale in 
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wes jo All that Þ part of the W produced i in 
of French. iſlands, - which is e by the, 
— Eogliſh,, in its courſe home. 
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3d. All the produce of ae bende which! 
have been ſurrendered Nec the Engliſh, _— 
lie War PR e Bs $2 ng: 0 e be 4 ; ; 
SORUITL, T03 BE L778 ft a, RD COL 3: 000þdt 1 A | 
MS. 4th. All Eser Britiſh elutclaicnt Aging: 
© which the chance of war at any time may give 
them; and which in' this inſtance, (far behind 
us in politeneſs) fey never F chinkt of returning 


for our uſe. Bt % donn 0! eg 
f „ 
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„Thus, (and Rabin: things- happen) if an 

home ward. bound Jamaica, or other Engliſn 

ſugar fleet were intercepted; and carried into 

France; and in the ſame ſeaſon, a French 

fogar” fleet ſnould be brought into our ports, 

what would be the reſult? The French 

would have them both ;—they would keep 

our's, and we ſhould ſend them back their ; 
— own !——ln vain it would be urged, that the ; 


| manyfaGtory w was at a ſtand, n the loſs we 
had 
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. 1 
every part of the kingdom, for the want 17 5 
neceſſary ſupply; that the revenue had ſuffered * 
à deficiency, which other taxes muſt make 
| good; and that it was but; and reaſonable, 


that we ſhould apply what the good fortune of 
war had thrown in our way, to alleviate the da. 
mage which its untoward events had occaſione 


Surely the night of abſurdity will not laſt toe 


ever; may we not hope that the dawn of reaſon 


is at hand. The conduct of the legiſlature, in 
matters analogous to this, fully authoriſes this 


hope: Prize Tobacco, Cotton, Tea, and other 


Eaſt· India goods, (notwithſtanding the mono- . 
poly veſted by charter in the Eaſt- India Com- 
PAny and recognized. by ſeveral acts of parlia - 


ment) no form a part of the public ſtock, and 


circulating through all the channels of induſtry, = 


contribute to ſupport the health of the body 
politic. But the reaſonableneſs and. propriety 
of applying the prize ſugars to every purpoſe, 
which can promote the welfare of the people, 
to whoſe arms they have been ſurrendered, 1 
may ſafely truſt to the reflection of the reader; 
and without making further treſpaſs. on his 
time, proceed to conſider the ee in * 
ne, OI binds eerie 
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HE beſt 1 cauſes. may ſometimes wer 

1 from the weakneſs of its advocate, the 
15 rights of Men. The ſubject is almoſt ſacred ! 
Conſcious, of my inability to do it juſtice, 1 
8 would avoid the conſideration of. the matter, in 
this point of view, if I did not fear, that in ſo 
doing, I ſhould ſeem to. abandon the queſtion 
of right. However arduous, (and 1 am afraid 
much too arduous the taſk I have undertaken) | 
I myſt not ſhrink. from any. of its . 


„ Kbifcederir to che Alters of any Bricih 
ſugar Colony, the people of this Kingdom knew | 
the uſe of ſugar : :—that the conſumption was 


then inconſiderable, will not affect the argu- 


ment. "Sugar formed a part of the trade of the 
Kingdom the people would have uſed the 
commodity, and of courſe have dealt in it, if 
no ſugar Colonies had been planted by us; and, 
their right to buy, to manufacture, to ſell, 
and tv uſe it (if, under ſuch circumſtances, they 
could afford to uſe it) would remain entire, al- 
though the Crown of Great Britain ſhould ceaſe 


to fetain its tovereignty over a ſingle iſland in 
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C1 
the Weſt E hen I uſe ths later paß 
tion, I beg no one will impute to me the gloomy. 
prognoſtication of ſuch an event: I deſpiſe 
the daſtardly apprehenſion; If then, the peo- 
ple were in poſſeſſion of a ſugar trade, or of the 
right of eſtabliſhing 2 fogat trade, independent 
of thtir colonies, the forming of thoſe ſettlements 


could not. ſuperſede the public right. The | 
laws which were deyiſed 10 give the Britiſh ſu- 
gar-planter : a preference on the Britiſh market, 


were not intended to deprive the ſybje&s of one 


part of the Empire, of their natural or com- 
mercial privileges, or to abridge them in any 
degree, in order to give the ſubjects of another | 


ft of the Empire advantages at their expence. 
Fe ok benefit, the general good, was t the 


baſis upon. which they were founded. 'Lon 
after the eſtabliſhment of Britiſh ſugar colonies, 


the Portugueſe ſupplied this Kingdom with a 


part of the ſugar neceſſiyy t for its conſumption, 
In 'proceſs of time, our own colonies became 


able to anſwer the public demands, | and a a de- 


cided preference was gradually given to them. | 


E thoſe Colonies ſhould become. extinct, the le; 


gillature would of 'courſe forthwith open new | 
Channels for the entire ſypply of the public, - as 


it did upon the loſs of the Tobacco Colonies 


and hence I do not hefitare to allerr, that it bas 
the right, nay, that it is. its duty, (in oonſide- 
ration of the e of. hy Wa N bk ; 


8 1 1 Ir, a 50 1 5 not proc ) ce enought 
of this uſe TR to, ſupply the demand, ie 
ſhall fill. be debarred fi from the” rivil ect e of uſing. 


Britiſh * ſugar lying i in our pores ?—Yes, Brie 
ſugar * every cargoe. condemned in the King's 
Cbürt; ; the right of conqueſt would hape made 
the land Britiſh, from which thoſe « cargoes were 


| 2 the right of oonqueſt makes every 


Bricith which; is taken from the enemy, (for 
the ſuits muſf in this caſe be acknowledg et 7 
be merely detlaratory) and if the cargoes 4 
in a few caſes Kill called foreign, it will excite 
no wonder in thoſe who have. obſerved how 


% 


common it is, under the beſt governments, for 
private advantage to preponderate, naps mY 


the public good is plated i in cha pol 


-Whil& I am ls uſe oy u Ya: 


gars, as a matter of right, it may be expected, 
that 1 ſhould dilate upon the civil Code, and 


ſhew, from great auttioricies, that goods ſurren- 

dered on the ſeas by the ſubjects of one power, 

10 the. * of another, do thereby properly 
become 


= . become a patt of. * common Rock ; ind pro- 
£ perty of the nation to which they, are fo, ſurren- 5 
| dered, and that the foreign. quality of them, (if is 

T may is ſpeak) ceaſed with the foreign, property 2 how 


or intereſt in them; and on this head, I ſhall be 
= able to give the reader k tisfaction, 
=_ if I could bring Grotius and Puffendorf tofup- 
- port my argument, by afuring_ him, that a 7 
learned Perſon, whoſe high office. renders. him 
tthe propereſt judge of the queſtion, - and whoſe 
diſtinguiſhed abilities add to the authority of his 5 
deciſions, has declared it to be a perfect ſoleciſm 35% ů 
to call the prize ſugars foreign, or to treat ma | | 
1 in 1 ape whatever. - 75 Eh 


= 1 Katile Lord, high i in 46 directe 3227 TO \ 
affairs, has oppoſed the Public claim to the uſe 


of prize ſugars, both upon the ground of expe- 
_ diency, and upon the queſtion of right.” Breath- 
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E ing the air of England, here the public opini- | ( 

Þ ons, and the public conduct of the firſt ſubjedt, | 2 . 
5 may be ſafely commented upon by the meaneſt. 
I ſhall take the liberty” to examine the, noble 

: Lots. arguments. ON Lg OL 

I | . | 

5 | When the noble Lord propoſed a great os 

3 ditional, tax on ſugar, he unreſervedly declared 1 

* 5 his intention, to lay that tax on the Public, and * 

E his opinion, that it would not attach on the = 

E \Plancers and | it A at "Sid 1 _ 

| | N 0 * 
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Judgment, on. the matter, ſo far as the Planter 
is concerned, was perfectly well founded. But, 


: a a when ſome of the bodies of 
ed in the home ſugar trade, peti- 

tioned;; Parliament. for relief; when, in the 
order of proceeding, the evidence which had 
been. given he fore the committee, in ſuppott of 

the allegations of the petitioners, ſhould have 
been laid before the Houſe, the noble Lord ops 


poſed the conſideration of that evidence, (after 
à very candid acknowledgu 
the ſufferings: of the home ſugar trade); and 
that very tax which had been declared to be 
laid upon the Public, and not upon the Planter, 
was brought forwards in argument, as an hard- 
ſhip upon the Planter,” be was not to pay, 
<who has not paid it, and who is never likely 10: 


LY 


5 | pay it, and as a reaſon for refuſing, at his ſuit; 


relief to. the manufactory, almoſt pe under. 
25 exorbitancy of: his 8 e 38 N 


3 
3 


"Bur the noble Lcd 5 e 1 in 
: ſupport of the Weſt-India claim. A MONO- 


POLY of the ſupply of this market was veſted 


in the Britiſh ſugar planter When ? how? by 
what charter? under what ſtatute] is it held ? what 
is the extent. of it? does i it include the privilege 


of of ſupplying this market with cotton, indico, cof- *. - 


fee, as well as ſugar; and if not, when, ' and for... 
what reaſons. were thoſe articles placed on a dif- 


ferent footing ? ? If it exiſts, are there no 
conditions 


of his belief of: 
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conditions to be pete by the'th6tiopelifts. 
' 10% uphold their eim t it. Maſt they nor 
furniſh that market for the ſoppſy o wiel 5 
they have this excluſive priviæg 
is the right indefeaſible, and in Uh⁵ 1 1e 
veſted Does the ſugar planter of Grehade 
retam it! Of Dominica, of St. Vincents 
or of Tobago? No, do not think I me to . 
fult, 1 lament their loſſes in perfect finèerity : 
J put this queſtion; are ay the former, F6f1 
the purpoſe of bringing this right of '-nonopoly” 
to a fair iſfue and Frag this muſt further ak if 
the loſs of our remaining lee ward iſfands ſnouſd? 
would the Jamaica planter become heir to the” 
reſt? and muſt the public without appeal ſub⸗ 
mit to the more extortionate demands; he would 
thereby be empowered to inſiſt upon?” if not, 
—if che legiſtature might” in that caſe of in a" 
worſe, interpoſe its authority to refeve the 
public—who will ſay, that it may not, and that 
ir ovght” not, now to Rep” in betwetn thoſe, | 
monopoliſts, and the dealers or conſumers of 
ſugar. As this claim of àa monopoly is of great 
importance, 1 muſt yet aft one queſtiott more 
concerning it, —to prove a good title to the” 
poſſeſſion, ought it not to be prove” that a 
valuable conſideration has been given for 62 
we draw cloſer to the Point; u right horo 
able Senden TOY, is ſeldom. found on ve 
END fame 


i. | 


1 


. tide oe the houſe * with 4s Me: 
.-J0 with him. in upholding the 
Planters claim, directed bis argument to this 


but Who. 


very. point, knowing well,. that no title to this 


monopoly could. be eſtabliſhed, in, any. other 5 


way and there cannot be 3 better roof of 

the non · exiſtence of any ſuch, Right | han. this, 
that the, right honourable Gentleman (whole. 
keen intellectual eye darts {in a moment 
) throu rough th rhe forte and the foibleof i every queſtion} 
was driven to the neceſlity of erecting his hy- 
 pothelis upoh a fu ppoſed ſtate of facts s holding 
no reſemblance lebe to the rea! circum- 


Nances of the ſugar trade—did. the right ho- 


nourable gentjeman forget that South of Cape 


 Finiſterre, e the Planter may unreſtrained carry 
his produce where he 'Pleaſes, and that. firſt / 


4 
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| proceed to. any market in urope, that is 


willing to receive him—And if no 
hath * built upon the latter Privilege 
—the . rig ht 
now. WE) it is becauſe the planter, finds it 
more to his 1 ipterel t 


| conſumer 


ouching at Cee port in TN he may | 
practice 
ourable- Gentleman ſhould 


to ſend his produce hicher, 
where he obtains a better price for it than he 


— could elſewhere, Thus while he is allowed to 
© draw back every penny of the Duty, whilſt 
even his trade of export is carried, on by choice : 
from hence. hilſt the Engliſh buyer has con- 
. 9, outbig the foreign buyer, and the 
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is” ta red by the co 
to be hoped that the fight honorable Gentleman 
will not contend that we held 4 monopoly of . 
Weſt India products, or find matter from 


Rs the 1 misfortunes. „ 


EE). 


thence 0 deny the right of the legillatüre, to 


adopt any meaſure whatever that may be found 


neceſſary to relieve the home fugar trade. 
Surely the right honourable: gentleman. ' never. 
undertook a taſk leſs congenial to his principles, 
than that of creating. a monopoly, or of en. 


abling any one ſet of men whatever to. fucken A 


& Long iir. 
2 


* 5 Fi ? 
A A s. 4% os # 4" : * 
Ft IP 


1 


be Snacks for me cif my efforts can 9 it under 
the conlideration_ of thoſe who can With more 


W and with a firmer hand trace "the boun- 


ries of right. They r may. thew from p recedents 


as well as from, reaſon, "that Parliament n way | 
 deflroy ' monopolies when they become of erous 


to the public, or ceaſe t to effec the x me 


which they were rae? The Wer 


that if the Planter does poſſeſs : a 1 In 


all the extent in which i it 18 pretended he does; 3 ME: 


however it might 1 reſtrain the public, even un- 
der great. emergencies, "from ſupplying their 


Vants from a foreign mine that ſtil i it ought 


at | no rime to have. obſtruted them i in the exer- 


ciſe of the plaineſt of all privileges, t the 5 


POL; of uſing what is already their own, | 
5 


l is ; 5 


R 
1 


Carried on at the expence of every order; as 


% + 


* id 
N 
I 


. 2 


e der her mais aig e . fup- 


Port of the rights: of the whole community,. 


none are (exempt: from their ſnare of the loſſes 
and miſery occaſioned by them, ſo none ought 


to be debarred' from. the -free participation of 
any benefits (and God knows they are feu 
enough) which a ſtate of war may chance to 
return for all the bleſſing of peace, and place 
above contradicton the poſition I have endea« 
. ., voured to eſtabliſh, viz. That Prize ſugars are! 
not foreign but Engliſh, and that the uſe of 
them is a Puntic Rionr harſhly, ee. 5 


and — vithheld. 
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85 What 3 ze the Efes f 4 Prize ele Bill, 5s 


\H E Weſt India Body having Eg to 
give a violent oppoſition to the public 
claim of the Uſc of the Prize Sugars, ir might 
be preſumed that the, meaſure wore an aſpect 
really formidable to their intereſts nothing £ 
leſs !—to call it harmleſs with reſpect to them, 
ou be ſhort of the truth, —it would have 
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ſuſtained their true intereff, their permanent 
intereſts,---it would have tended to ſupport the 
- manufatory at home, which muſt be ſupported, 
- or let them look to the conſequences it would 
have crippled their competitor the French plan- 
ter; and if it had been reſorted to in time, it | 


would have repleniſhed the Sugar revenue, an- 


nually decreaſing with the war, and thereby per- 


haps have prevented the laying on that tax which 
although a plentiful ſource of profit to them at 


this hour, will prove a curſe upon their eſtates, 
if the miniſter, in order to ſecure his revenue, 
ſhould ever withhold or narrow that bounty by 
the operation of which the people of England 
eat Sugar at an higher price, than the ſubjects 
of the neighbouring ſtates which have not an 
acre of Sugar land. The uſe of them would 
| occaſion no reduction of price which could be 


deemed hurtful to the planter. In the year 


17 8, between two and three thouſand hogſheads 
of Sugar were captured from the enemy, in 1779 
about twenty ſix thouſand, in 1780 about nine 
or ten thouſand, and in the current year (if I 
am rightly informed) about ſeven thouſand ; 


in every one of theſe years the consUMPTION 


or EnGLANnD alone has fallen ſhort thirty ſix 
thouſand hogſheads ! and it is a preſumption 


warranted by theſe facts that if every ounce of 


prize Sugar had remained 1 in the kingdom, the 
| Cn 3 5 price | 


< 


| exorbitant in an high _ 


(42) 
price of Sugars i in general would Ail have been 


"By. 


Jan no event could the. 8 of the 
prize ſugars prove hurtful to the Britiſh planter, 
5 provided the policy of the ſtate gave due en- 

couragement for the exportation of them when 
manufactured; let the reader ſteadily reflect 


on this poſition, and I truſt he will find it well 
founded, the capture of a ſmall number of the 
enemies ſhips, of courſe could have but a weak 


operation; and if whole fleets ſhould be cap- 
tured what would follow ;——a demand upon 


this market from that which had loſt its ordinary 


ſupply, and an advance of price proportioned 
to that demand. I have been favoured with an 
anecdote, which ſeems quite elucidatory of this 
matter. Two years ago when our Liverpool 


privateers brought in ſeveral French Eaft India 
men, the holders of ſome kinds of bale goods 


which had been bought at the company's ſales 
were alarmed ; they apprehended that the ſales 
of thoſe cargoes, would overſtock the market 
with ſuch goods; but the contrafy event took 
place; French and other foreign buyers fol- 

lowed the goods hither, and they were rapidly | 
bought up. The true danger is, that the adop- 


tion of the prize ſugars, would not in the preſent 
ſtate of the ſugar trade prove a relief propor- 


tioned to the wants of either the revenue, the 
| Conſumer, the manufactory, or the trade. 
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The DECLINE of the SUGAR TRADE: 


Extracted from the Cuſtom-Houſe Reports. 


4 


in England only, 
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E of Raw 1? TN Nett LE of | Import 5 Hhds. The Scan 
e * * e England. | Inpor Curt. each, | in Hhds, of. 12 
land. - . & . 5 © ' } g 8 | Ct. eaeh. 
Joo Me wr tc rn 
1,962,194 | 18.63% 15744262 | 164,516 147,855 
19 990 298,292 | | 78,878 | k 1,561, 920 i 161,582 130, 15 2. 
| 4,888.95 19% | 71,643 | 1406,497 | 139,065 | 117,208 
| _ 1,235,265 128,168 . | 66,727 | 1,140,379 | 11,272 95031 
1,404,372 4 * 80,232 | 67,014 1,257,626. | 117,001 | 104,760: 
1,318,512 || 96,717 Say 39,0007 |. 141915795 109,876 99.316 
N i i Not reported ” | Fs 
from the Cuſ- K. ; 
| tom-Houſe. 3 . 
8 hogſ- 14 that Lear | | Conſume of 1774 147.85 5 Hhds. 
h - ö | + 
e fn ther. | ul Price Ne, . 
'Year. 88 1 : — N — — — 
+ The Jaſt Vear 1 In the latter Extreme Defalcation Ts 2,824 Hhds. 
| _ 2 than — 0 Fm g ' 4 — 65 
ine former, not (1780) lretand ex- Medium Con ſumption of 1774an 1775 139,003 Hhgs. 
. 1 * 2 Me f Average Conſum ption of 4 laſt Years 102,972 
p_ loſs of Grena-] courſe, bought | P c Conſ Rn ac aL ee, 
pres _ —4 . at this mar- reſent Ames Loſs of Con 1 36, 031 Hhds. 


— 


* 


each of the two periods, 
8 | I Since POTTER 8 
| Before the War, reduced by the War. 
Double refined from rid. The price has been 
to 124 per lb. | from. ad. to 18d. | 
Single refined loaves from — —— %oto 96 
bos. to 748. per cent. | „„ 
Single refined lumps from — 74-094 
52 to 66 per cent. VVV 1 


# 


To groe I. 1 have avoided all conſideration of the 


fate of the Sugar Trade at an earlier period than 1574, 


| becauſe the loſs of import ariſing ſolely from the war, that 


loſs cannot be fairly eſtimated otherwiſe than by comparing 
the preſent import againſt that which we were ae fas in 
poſſeſſion of, at the point of time, when hoſtilities com- 


If menced for this reaſon 1 harę taken no notice of 


a. card which ſhewed the increaſe of the Sagar Import 


during 30 years—nor of the inferences which were drawn 


from it—for they aro no relation to the ſubjeR. 


| o Son II. An account of the increaſe of the price 
of refined ſugar and its relatives, with a, compariſon of 
the ſame againſt the advanced price of raw ſogar, year by 


year, would require mbre figures, aud more calculations 


upon them than the reader might chaſe to examine; it is 
a awell known fact, that it has never borne a fair proportion. 
I mall ſtate generally the prices of . goods, eng 


Refinedſugar called baſtards, 5 —— 54 to 66 
the average price of thlegf ; | 
| ſeveral kinds, from. 36s, 


0 478. per cwt. | l 
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Melafſes, from118. 1 e 16. 6 to 21 


cet. 5 
3 che ahove Lid the ſar- 
| thee advance fince the new 
| | dry is not conſidered it 

will be obſerved _ here- 
- | after. 


1 ſhall ſet forth one caſe in proof, VIZ. . | 
If brown ſagar at; 308. gave lumps at 5 TH KAT our | 


brown ſugarsat 548. the anſwer by the Rule of Three (and 


the mode of trial is perfectly fair and ſafe) will be 99s. 
whereas it is ſhewa above that article fluctuated from 8 


to 908. only. 


' ToSxer. V. The: PING with * 85 1 the Files 


| Segars ought to have been more fully explained.—An - 


Extract from a Paper circulated amongſt the Members of 


the Houſe of Commons during the laſt ſeflion, by the Peti- 
tioners for a Prize Sugar Bill may prove ſufficient, * Sugars - 


«« captured from the enemy, on the high ſeas, are as 

« ſoon as they are landed put under the King's lock ;. 

« and being held at the Cuſtom Houſe to be liable (if 

« withdrawn for home conſumption) to pay the ſame du- - 
te ties as foreign ſugars brought hither as merchandize, ſuch 
« duties have of courſe operated as a complete prohibition, | 
« and the prize cargoes have been bought up in the ports 
&« of this kingdom, by- French, Dutch, and other foreign 
Agents, at prices far below the Engliſh value for the 
« ſame, leaving only 2 pittance to the revenue, viz. 
4% 15, 10d. per cwi. if captured by private ſhips ; and 
« 46. 8d. per e cut. if taken by 81 of war. 
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HRE foring'f the year 1781 will ws oy 
remembered as a remarkable era in the 


Sugar Trade. Afﬀter18 months ſolicitation, after 


it had been proved that the price of Sugar had 
almoſt deſtroyed the refinery," that the Sugar 
Trade throughout the kingdom was almoſt at a 
ſtand what mode of relief was tried 1+ A new 
; duty or rather three new duties in one, amount- 
ing together to gs. 1d. per cwt. i. e. to 76 per 
cent. upon the aggregate duties which had been 
laid upon Sugar during a century. It is ſaid 


neceſſity has no law, and therefore tranſactions 


not ſoluble upon any known principles of policy 


* 
» -.- 
— 


or right, are beſt defended on the ground of ne- 


ceſſity. But the neceſſity of the ſtate to draw 


an additional revenue from Sugar, produced no 
bother effort for the effecting its purpoſe, than 


the laying on an additional tax. Now as the 


Sugar revenue ariſes, as I have before obſerved, 


ſolely from the conſumption, as the conſumption 


was already ſhrinking under the weight of the 


price, .as a great additional tax of courſe made. 


| 2 great addition to the price (unleſs the tax had 


becu 
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15 BEA lid after the manner of he Gatelle, o 


that the people, as we are told, muſt pay it 


whether they conſume it or not) it muſt follow _ 


that the revenue would fail in its receipt; and 
' that'the ſufferings of the manufactory and trade 
would become ſtill more intolerable. How far 


my argument is founded with reſpect to the 


revenue, will be known by thoſe, under whoſe 


- care it is placed, that it is not ſpeculative in 


regard to the trade, I firmly atteſt. At this 
minute in which I write on the 29th. day of 
November, two noble Sugar Fleets in the river, 
the average price of raw Sugar is full 68s. per 
ct. which is 138. per cwt. dearer than the 
average of the laſt year, in which the public and 


the trade urged their well founded complaint, | 
A noble return to the Merchant for two 


or three months advance of a Five A ail 


ſugar about gs. per ewt. over the averages of the laſt 


i the can une aides fs advanced two ſhillings, 
per hundred, baſtard ſugar nothing, and lump refined 
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year, which advances are together e to 5 2 


on raw fugar. 
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Of hy 5 Trake of Row at | Refined 5 
E ibe drawbacks and bounties thereon, and 
 Jome enquiry after the means to moderate the 
e Price 15 r 


is n E ne 0 We bale uh” 
in former Sections, to prove the impolicy 
of exporting the Prize Sugars, are not mine; 


I am but the reporter of them. They are the : 
_ axioms of the Sugar Trade, upon which its 
whole policy would be regulated, if the private 


of powerful individuals did not create 
diments. The exportation of manufactu- 


Ted commodities i in preference to that of ra) 


materials, is a commercial principle ſo obvious 
and ſo well underſtood, that it is almoſt i imper- 


tinent to offer a word in ſupport of it, In 


theſe days, what nation would encourage the 
export of raw - hides, that could as eaſily ſell 


the ſame hides after they had paſſed through 
the Tanner's pits, yielding a profit to him, and 
employment and ſubſiſtence to his workmen, 
or would then ſell the leather if it had a demand 
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forbi id the exportation of wool, and ſtudy to 
promote that of cloth. But whilſt the ſtate of 
the ſugar trade of Europe is ſuch, that we may 
ſell at an high price every pound that can be 
ſpared from the home ſupply : whilſt there is a 
certainty of a foreign demand for refined ſugar, 


| for an afticte Which has paſſed © "through "ev 
1 ftage 'of mänufactory, ve continue not only to 
| End away unmanufactured all the Prize Sugars, 
but alfo to give ample encoursgement to the 
foreign Buyers to take the raw ſugars of our 
own growthfrom this market; and in conſequenee 


a vaſt export trade is now carried on. The inte- 


reſts of the revenue, and of the home trade, are 
the fame; and unleſs they are hoth to be ſacrificed 


to the upholding the unreaſonable demand of 
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